The nurses' role in caring for the newly bereaved.
Nurses are often in a unique position to provide support and comfort for the dying and their families and to provide understanding and direction for the bereaved. Nurses who are familiar and comfortable with the expression of intense emotions, aware of the grieving process and of risk factors which can create complications, can play an important role in preventing significant morbidity and mortality in the bereaved population. This often reduces the need for formal counselling.